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LSA
graces

Because everyone has something to give




NEWS FROM Lutheran Services in America

Trading Graces is back! 

Last year was great; this year will be e-mazing. Last year, 66 Lutheran health and human services organizations from across the country came together to raise almost $62,000 through the Trading Graces Online Auction. This first-time fund-raising effort was the largest single offering of listed items in eBay’s history, and the proceeds helped many clients in our Lutheran social ministry network. 

We’ve learned from our e-rrors! Once again, this year’s auction will start with the opening of the preview gallery in September and culminate with online auctions starting Feb. 25, 2007. We’ve worked out the kinks, streamlined the way items are displayed in the gallery, and perfected our online skills. Now we need your congregation’s help! You can help make Trading Graces a success either by providing an item for auction or assisting with the auction itself. By joining LSA in this effort, you can trade some of the grace God has given you to help others in need.

Trading Graces is a community-building e-vent! Look around your church community. There are those who enjoy the thrill of publicizing, planning and running an out-of-the-box event, tech-savvy types who speak fluent eBayese, and those who can write a well-crafted item description and take digital photos. And then there are those who like to roll up your sleeves and do things like packing and shipping! We need all levels of skills and energy, and just about any age group can help. In addition to supporting a great cause, this is an opportunity for your congregation to partner directly with a Lutheran social ministry organization and help in their important work. It is also a new, fun way to enlist the help of the online generation in your congregation. LSA will provide all the materials you will need and lots of support. For more information, please contact <insert your coordinator’s email address here>.

We need your donations as well as your e-nergy! A successful auction needs the kinds of items that people want. One of the lessons we learned was that not everything sells on eBay. We urge you to think about attractive, higher quality and high value items or services. We discovered that 80 percent of last year’s total sales came from items listed at $50 or more. eBay, helpful organization that it is, has information on “hot items” that sell well. Of course, we appreciate your contributions, and if something doesn’t sell, it will be used in another way to further our ministry. To donate an item, contact < insert your coordinator’s email address here>.

www.ebay.com/tradinggraces
October 2006
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We need your    help to make  this year’s  auction   the best ever!    
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