Trading Graces Temple Talk

The Peace of Our Lord Be With You…(response)

[turn and direct comment to pastor] Thank you, Pastor<>, for inviting me to speak this morning. 

[address congregation]  Good Morning.  I’m very happy to be with you today.  I am 

<add your name here>,  and I work for <name your organization> .  Locally, <your organization> provides direct services to members of our community through programs that you may already be familiar with [name one, two, or three of your most noted services].  <your organization> touches lives right here in <name town, location> to promote healing, hope and justice, and we are happy to be affiliated with (or recognized by) the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (or the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, as appropriate) through which we demonstrate acts of faith and love as taught us in the Gospel.
This morning I would like to tell you about a new Lutheran initiative that was started to create greater awareness of Lutheran health and human services organizations across the country.  Trading Graces is a cooperative effort hosted by Lutheran Services in America (LSA).  The first-annual Trading Graces Online Auction Event, held last February, brought together many of the 300 LSA independent social ministry organizations for an online auction hosted on eBay.  Our presence there, selling items, caught the public’s attention.  Even eBay was surprised at the scale of the event which they described as: “…one of eBay’s largest single offerings of listed items and one of the broadest in scope.”

Lutheran organizations serve people in all 50 states as well as in the Caribbean.  Each organization’s mission statement was included in the item descriptions made public for viewing by bidders who learned about the various things Lutherans do to improve our communities. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, a fraternal organization known for making good investments, supported Trading Graces.  <name your agency> was one of 66 Lutheran health and human services organizations that took part in the auction, and <name your agency> is already working towards taking part in next year’s national effort. Over $62,000.00 was raised to support Lutheran health and human services ministries in Trading Graces.
Lutheran organizations are helping neighbors, building stronger communities, and changing lives---one story at a time.  Nearly 1 in 50 Americans were served by a Lutheran health and human services organization last year.  We don’t just serve Lutherans, either.  Lutheran Services in America organizations have a long history of providing services, making a difference in the present, and building for the future; and,  services are provided regardless of a person’s religion, race or creed.

Trading Graces was designed to call attention to the work that is done by Lutheran health and human services organizations.  Lutherans usually get involved in helping others, but do so in a quiet and unassuming way.  Through Trading Graces we are telling the public more about the wonderful work that Lutheran health and human services organizations perform day in and day out.  Trading Graces will allow people to realize just how many important services our church helps provide---services that build communities and change lives.  
We believe that “Everyone Has Something to Give”---and that God blesses each of us in many and various ways.  “Because everyone has something to give…” you have something to give, too.  It may be things that can be traded on eBay, and the proceeds from them will make a difference in another person’s life.  Your gift can be a tangible item, or your gift might be time spent in volunteering.  Telling someone about Trading Graces, or praying with us for its success are ways to you can help, too.
The 66 LSA organizations that were first-year participants gathered over 2200 items from congregations, people in the community, employees, and businesses.  The gifts were listed for sale on eBay and proceeds from the items directly benefited these organizations.  <your organization> listed items in the Trading Graces Preview Gallery.  The preview gallery was hosted on LSA’s website a couple of months in advance of the live auction.  One of our items  <describe an item > sold for $00.00, and we were able to use the proceeds from the sale to provide <tell the audience what service that item paid for, e.g., an hour of counseling to a teen mother>.

As we prepare for Trading Graces-Cycle Two, we look forward to the next event going live on eBay in February 2007.  I’d like to invite each of you to consider how you might help us make a difference.  There are many ways you can help with Trading Graces:

· If you are an experienced eBayer, we would love to have you volunteer to help us write item descriptions, list items in the gallery, or help us do research  on items so that we price the items right.  

· You can donate items to sell on eBay.  
· You can volunteer help in planning for the event or help tell others about it.
· You might be down-sizing your home and find items to donate, or you may be willing to donate a week’s stay at your vacation retreat for auction to the highest bidder. 
· Maybe you would donate that old car you no longer drive.

Everyone has something to give!  Please help us with Trading Graces by trading one of the graces God has given you.  
I appreciate having time with you this morning, and will stay after the service to talk with anyone who would like to learn more about helping with this exciting event.  
Thank you, and Shalom!

